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| When | wrote about a gaggle of new VolP services recently (see » Print
] Review: 6 Skype Alternatives Offer New Services | stumbled into one
of those subcultures that proliferate around the Web. You know, like » Write To Editor
The People Who Collect Old Coffee Cans and so on. This one was » Digg
The People Who Make Free International Calls. Comments added to the article » Slashdot

and emails I've gotten have added several services that offer free or cheap
VolP calling to my list.

While "free or cheap” wasn't exactly the point of my article (I was more interested in new features and
marketing gimmicks that push VolP beyond the Skype E/Vonage business models) It seems to be on
the minds of a lot of people.

Commenter "jane.ninehan," among others, found a service | reviewed, Jajah, "clumsy and expensive"
and recommended Raketu instead. The service "is like Skype and Jajah embedded in one. (Can make
calls from software as well as web-based). Better communication, lowest price, and great customer
support.”

"globalconnect" responded by offering Rebtel, a service that "provides free calls from your landline or
mobile phone to your contact list. and if your friend is not on your contact list - their rates are even lower
than Jajah or Skype! The solution is simple and requires no downloads, no waiting for a third party
connection...Their service could not be easier to use or easier to love!"

"Niaz" sent me an e-mail to recommend Betamax, which turns out to be not just one service, but a lot of
them, each with slightly different offerings and pricing and names like VolPStunt and VoiceTrading. "I
used Skype to call internationally everyday,” he wrote, "until | found out way better alternatives,
particularly those created by Betamax. They do not offer all the features of Skype, but they make it up
with unbeatable pricing. They offer 300 minutes of free calls a WEEK to 50 different countries, and even
those when those weekly allocations get used up, they cost around a cent a minute." Niaz recommends
SMSDiscount and VolPBuster in particular.

The Betamax services have created a little sub-subculture of their own. Because the Betamax sites are
so hard to tell apart, several Web sites have sprung up to track the services and their pricing. Robert
Siemer does a nice table of services and rates at www.backsla.sh/betamax. (It comes from Europe, so
the prices are in eurocents per minute without VAT.) He claims on his page that it is “the only one
available and automatically updated on a daily basis!"

Not quite the only one, perhaps: Another rate table for the major Betamax services is available at
progx.ch, and it shows rates for either landlines or mobiles in either euros or dollars.

One more table, then I'll quit: myvoipprovider.com shows a "Summary of VolP Providers offering free
VolIP calls" that includes several Betamax sites as well as Raketu and others.

It's interesting to note the Betamax services' prices for calls to Egypt. When | was in college, my
girlfriend's parents lived in Cairo, and a three-minute phone call from the States cost $50. According to
Robert Siemer's chart you can make that call today for 10.27 cents a minute. That's the kind of impact
the Internet has had on the world.

« The First Eight Things | Did With My Neighbor's iPhone | Main | Just How Productive Can
You Be With An iPhone? A Day In The Life Of A Former CrackBerry Addict, Part 1: Email »

Discuss This
0 message(s). Last at: Jul 24, 2007 5:01:46 PM

Add Your Comment:Post as user

Please login or register here for a free Techweb account to post

Post as guest

Name

Submit Comment

This is a public forum. CMP Media and its affiliates are not responsible for and do not control what is posted herein. CMP Media
makes no warranties or guarantees concerning any advice dispensed by its staff members or readers.

Community standards in this comment area do not permit hate language, excessive profanity, or other patently offensive language.
Please be aware that all information posted to this comment area becomes the property of CMP Media LLC and may be edited and
republished in print or electronic format as outlined in CMP Media's Terms of Service.

Important Note: This comment area is NOT intended for commercial messages or solicitations of business.

06

http://www.informationweek.com/blog/main/archives/2007/07/paying too much.html

HARDWARE

ClOs Uncensored

Page 2 of 3

CIO CENTRAL RESEARCH & TOOLS CAREERS

Open Source  Startup City  Wolfe's Den

Digital Life Video

=

T T T ow o

-

-

FEATURED MICROSITE

pwN

Hw

oo

SPECIALTY RESOURCES

¥’—]“' -

[ Blog Categories |
Digital Life Security
Google Microsoft
Over The Air Apple Unvarnished
Outsourcing Open Source

ClOs Uncensored Wolfe's Den

Startup City Blog Homepage

Most Popular Blog Entries

Windows XP Service Pack 3 Looks Like OS Life
Extender

Goodbye Google, Hello Startups

BlackBerry 9000 Details And Image Leaked

Will Windows Vista Succeed In 20082 Don't Count On
It

iPhone 1.1.3 Firmware Features Peeked

Today's Top News

Microsoft Issues Two Security Patches, One For
"Critical' Flaw

Panasonic Shows Off Broadband Over Powerline At
CES

Apple Beefs Up Xserve, Mac Pro With 8-Core Xeon
Federal Magistrate Accuses Six Qualcomm Lawyers Of
'Exceptional Misconduct'

BlackBerry Application Makes VolP Calls

Apple Ships Bento Database For Mac OS X Leopard

Whitepapers, case studies, webcasts, videos,
and additional resources to address pressing
IT issues affecting your business

BRIEFING
CENTER

Keep Confidential Information in the Right Hands
Web 2.0 and the Internet Evolution
5 Critical SLA Questions

PRIMEQUEST and SQL Server Next Gen Solutions for th
Enterprise

Learn how executives stay informed

VIEW ALL BRIEFING CENTERS

1/8/2008



